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KANE COUNTY TAX RATE FALLS FOR lOth STRAIGHT YEAR

2005 Kane County General Real Estate Tax bills that were mailed last Monday to all Kane
County property owners showed a decrease in the County's tax rate for the tenth straight year,
continuing a trend that began back with the 1996 tax year.

A homeowner living in a $275,000 residence would have seen the Kane County portion of his or
her tax bill decrease from $300.47 for the 2004 tax year to $291.81 for 2005, a decrease of
2.88%.

The tax rate for the Kane County government share of the annual tax bill has fallen by almost
33% since 1996, from 50 cents per $1000 of assessed valuation to less than 34 cents per $1000
on the current tax bill. "County government continues to be a careful steward of taxpayer
dollars," said County Board Chairman Karen McConnaughay.
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Taxpayers may not necessarily see a decline in their Kane County line items if their home was
reassessed and increased in value between 2004 and 2005. "Our senior citizens and other
homeowners on fixed incomes are justifiably frustrated with a tax system that leaves them with



higher tax bills simply because property assessments increase," McConnaughay said. "Tax Caps
provide only partial relief A more comprehensive reform of the real estate tax system by State
government is long overdue. "

The County expects to raise approximately $41,000,000.00 through property taxes out of a total
budget of$218,000,000.00. The 2006 County budget decreased by 8.5 percent from the 2005
fiscal year.

According to figures released by Kane County Clerk Jack Cunningham, the Kane County
governmenttax levy comprised approximately 4.75 percent of the average taxpayer's bill. "Less
than five cents out of your tax dollar goes to pay for the services provided by Kane County
government. County government costs a typical taxpayer less than 80 cents per day,"
McConnaughay said.

Services provided by Kane County to all County taxpayers include the Sheriffs Office, County
Jail and Judicial system, the Health Department, and the Development/Transportation Division,
which oversees all County-owned highways and road pro.jects.
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